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Upcoming Meeting of the AIChE National Capital Section
“AIChE Government Relations:  Next Steps for Catalysts”

Darlene Schuster, Director, Government Relations, AIChE

Date and time: Wednesday, September 13th, 12pm 

Location: Pier 7 Restaurant, Washington, D.C. (see 

Page 4 of this newsletter for map).

Reservations: Call Thomas Chapman at 703/292-7036

Please visit our homepage at:

http://www.ench.umd.edu/NatCapAIChE

Chester F. Clark, Chair,

301/744-6599

Jill R. Clauss, Vice Chair,

703/396-1529

Daniel E. Wiley, Immediate Past Chair,

301/770-6185

Maria K Burka, Past Chair,

703/306-1371

Raymond A. Adomaitis, Secretary,

301/405-2969

Thomas W. Chapman, Treasurer,

703/292-7036

Directors:

Robert J. Lutz, 301/435-1944

John Bobalek, 202/874-2265

Basil “Bill” C. Doumas, 540/372-7084
Advisory Committee:

Gary Poehlein, 703/306-1370
Robert J. Lutz, Awards & Nominations,

301/435-1944
Bruce Cranford, NCS Website Coordinator

301/340-0052
Christine D. Knott, Membership,

301/744-2555
OPEN, Professional Development

Steve Weiner, Government Interaction,

202/646-7870
David M. Richman, External Affairs,

301/320-5509

Timothy Barbari, Academic Relations

301/404-2983

Shannon Lenahan, Newsletter Editor,

301/744-2592

September 2000 NCS Meeting

The National Capital Section of the AIChE has scheduled a luncheon meeting for Wednesday, September 13, 2000.  The invited speaker is Darlene Schuster from the Washington office of AIChE.

Abstract: So you've written your legislators about topics close to your heart and the chemical engineering profession. What are the next steps you can take to make your thoughts and AIChE's stance better heard or understood to impact federal policy? Darlene Schuster of AIChE's Washington D.C. office will discuss AIChE's federal policy agenda, advocacy efforts, and how you can play a role in national, regional and local government interaction.

About the Speaker: Darlene S. Schuster is the Director of Government Relations for AIChE   She manages the overall operations of AIChE's government relations office and provides staff support for the activities of the Government Relations Committee.  Schuster directs the legislative and regulatory activities of AIChE members and staff on all federal issues before the

U.S.Congress and executive branch officials.

Prior to joining AIChE, Schuster was a science policy fellow helping to educate Congress on technical and scientific issues. She also held positions in academia and industry, and was the Clare Boothe Luce Professor of Chemical Engineering at Bucknell University.  Formerly, she was a research engineer for Chevron Oil Field Research Company and a senior engineer for Gulf Oil R&D Co.

Schuster received her BS and PhD in Chemical Engineering at the University of West Virginia.  She received her MS in Chemical Engineering from the University of Pittsburgh.

Meeting Time/Location: This luncheon meeting will be held on September 13th at the Pier 7 Restaurant in Washington, D.C. (see map on page 4).  The restaurant is located at 650 Water Street SW, Washington, D.C. The meeting begins at 12:00 noon.  The speaker’s presentation will commence at 1:00 PM.

Menu/Reservations: The restaurant is offering the following two lunch choices:

1. Breast of Chicken Tarragon 

2. Broiled Filet of Sole and Scallops

A mixed green salad, baked potato and roll w/butter will accompany these entrées with ice cream as dessert.  The lunch will cost $20.00.  Please call NCS Treasurer Thomas Chapman (ph: 703/292-7036; fax: 703/292-9054; e-mail: tchapman@nsf.gov) before noon, Monday, September 11th (or sooner, if possible) for reservations.

NCS Chapter Notes

AIChE National to honor 50-year members: The Institute invites you to help us honor our 50-year members, at September’s luncheon, for a half-century of distinguished service:

· Stanley Gadomski

· Irwin Gold

· George Sobel

· Morton Smutz

· Earle Young

These members have served as pillars in our organization, helping us to build our presence in the United States and abroad.

National Capital Section Travels to New Zealand:

By Bruce Cranford and Victoria Guvanasen

…The National Capital Section had a wonderful dinner at the New Zealand Embassy in Washington, D.C.  At the Embassy we met with George Troup, Deputy Chief of Mission, and his wife Hilary.  George opened the evening’s presentations by comparing New Zealand with Colorado.  Both are about the same size, with about the same sized populations.  He spoke about the New Zealand economy and industry in New Zealand, and the close ties that New Zealand has with the U.S.  The U.S. is New Zealand’s second biggest trading partner, after Australia.

AIChE President Dr. Bruce Finlayson was the guest speaker for the evening.  Bruce took us on a journey through the history of chemical engineering over the last millennium, beginning way back with the water wheel.  He highlighted the monumental developments along the way, such as the Haber process for making ammonia, the invention of PVC, the production of penicillin, and the development of the catalytic converter for automobiles.  Bruce also highlighted the directions chemical engineering is likely to take in the future…
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From left to right, Hilary Troup, Victoria Guavanasen, Dan Wiley Chair of the National Capital Section, George Troup, Dr. Bruce Finlayson President of AIChE, Dr.  Maria Burka, Bill Doumas past President of AIChE.

NCS Chapter Notes (Cont.)

Obituary for Dr. Morton Smutz: Dr. Morton Smutz, 82, died of prostate cancer on May 15th at Shady Grove Adventist Hospital.  He was to be honored this year by the National Capital Section as a 50-year member of AIChE.  

Dr. Smutz was born in Twin Falls, Idaho.   He graduated from Kansas State University with a Master’s degree in Chemical Engineering and received his Doctorate in Chemical Engineering at the University of Wisconsin. He taught at both Bucknell University and Iowa State University.  While teaching at Iowa State, Dr. Smutz also served as Deputy Director of the Atomic Energy Commission’s Ames Laboratory. 

In 1969, he became Associate Dean for Research in the College of Engineering at the University of Florida. In 1979, he moved to Washington to pursue his interest in Ocean Engineering.  He took a position at the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration.  Dr. Smutz retired in 1984.

Lunch with the Retired Chemist Group: The Retired Chemist Group (subgroup of ACS) welcomes AIChE members to attend their luncheon meeting on September 20th, 2000 at the Pier 7 Restaurant, in Washington, D.C.  The restaurant is located at 650 Water Street SW, Washington, D.C. (map on page 4).  The meeting begins at 11:15 am with a cash bar followed by lunch at 12:00 noon.  

Dr. Arnold Thackray, President of the Chemical Heritage Foundation, has been invited to speak about the “Treasures of our Chemical Heritage”.  His presentation will commence at 1:00 pm. 

The restaurant is offering the following two lunch choices:

1. Breast of Chicken Tarragon 

2. Broiled Filet of Sole and Scallops

A mixed green salad, baked potato and roll w/butter will accompany these entrées with ice cream as dessert.  The lunch will cost $17.50.  Please call one of the following by Monday, September 18th, for reservations:

· Jim Cassidy  

301-345-5406

· Jack Gould   

301-881-8720

· Paul Terry    

301-572-5362

· Elizabeth Weisburger  
301-309-0078

Top Ten Energy Innovations for 2010:  The expert focus group from Battelle, and participating labs, have identified what will be the Top Ten most economically impactful energy innovations by the year 2010.  They include:

1. A Shifting Energy Industry Structure

2. Hybrid Vehicles

3. Smart Energy Management Systems

4. Distributed Power Generations

5. Fuel Cells

6. Gas to Liquid Conversions

7. Advanced Batteries

8. Energy Farms

9. Solar Energy

10. Methane Hydrate Crystal Mining

Battelle focuses on technology development, technology commercialization and laboratory management.  For more information contact Media Relations Manager Katy Delaney at (614) 424-5544 or by email at delaneyk@battelle.org.

Future Meetings: The following list is tentative; it is subject to change in content, speaker and time.

October 11th:  Dr. William E. Bentley, Department of Chemical Engineering, University of Maryland, College Park.  Dr. Bentley will discuss the current status of the biotechnology industry in Maryland.

November 8th: Mary Lacey, Technical Director, Naval Surface Warfare Center, Indian Head, MD.  Mrs. Lacey will discuss trends in Research and Development in the Department of the Navy.

December: No December meeting.

January: Speaker from Exxon-Mobil.  The speaker will discuss an Energy related topic.

February 15th: Plant Tour.  There will be a plant tour of the Dominion Semiconductor followed by dinner.

March 14th: Speaker from the Department of Agriculture. Technical information and the NCS 4H activities results may be discussed

April: Student Night at University of Maryland.  Howard University and the University of Maryland student 

chapters of the AIChE will be hosting an annual student night.  This evening provides an opportunity for NCS members to interact with students and share with them important career advice, such as selecting between graduate school or taking a job.

May: Embassy Tour.  The annual embassy meeting will be held at the Ecuadorian Embassy in Washington D.C.   
Request from Membership Chair: In an effort to reduce the cost of postage for mailing the NCS newsletter, the membership chair and the newsletter editor request the permission of members to transmit newsletter updates via e-mail.  For those members that prefer to receive the newsletter electronically, please reply via e-mail to Christine Knott at knottcd@ih.navy.mil with an 

appropriate response.  As usual, the latest newsletter, as well as an archive of previous newsletters, can be found on the Internet at www.ench.umd.edu/NatCapAIChE. 
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Map indicating the location (denoted by the star in the approximate center of the map) of the Pier 7 Restaurant on 650 Water Street SW in Washington D.C.
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